Sir: The pathophysiology of transient global amnesia is unclear: often an ischaemic aetiology has been suggested, but epileptic and migrainous mechanisms have also been invoked. A familial incidence in this syndrome has rarely been reported.12 We describe a family with an unusual incidence of transient amnesic attacks and migraine.
ER, a 72-year-old woman with 10 years of schooling, was admitted to hospital in March 1985, after a temporary attack of altered behaviour dominated by disturbance of memory. Two hours before she had been at home, conversing with her daughter-inlaw, when suddenly she became strange, astonished and did not recognise some household objects as familiar; she asked her daughter-in-law about her presence in the house. She was not able to remember having had a walk in the morning and having prepared a trip to Milan for the next day in order to attend an opera at La Scala Theatre (she had been very excited about this on the previous day). On Figure) , administered a month later, gave normal findings; at this time, only amnesia for the period of the attack still remained. The patient's history revealed that she had suffered from common migraine until the menopause, and her mother and two siblings had suffered from vascular headaches (common and classic migraine). Furthermore, a brother of hers, MR, a 76-year-old healthy man, with 7 years of schooling, had suffered from an acute, transient attack of amnesia at the age of 52: after a windy day spent hunting with some friends, he had a 6-8 hour long episode of amnesia, without loss of consciousness, during which he was able to speak, walk 
